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Mark Matlock is a facilitator of innovation 
and impact, helping organizations adapt 
to changing times by turning research-
based insights into action. A regular 
presenter and workshop facilitator for 
Barna, Mark facilitates training and on-
site application of research findings for 
Barna clients.

He is the founder of WisdomWorks LLC, 
a consultancy helping churches and 
faith-based organizations leverage their 
collective wisdom and insight to innovate 
and adapt in changing times. Mark also 
has been an advisor to organizations such 
as the Seed Company, Youth Specialties, 
Brotherhood Mutual, Movement.org and 
BetterMan, and he chairs the committee 
on governance as a board member of the 
American Bible Society.

Mark is the author of more than 20 books 
for teens and parents, and in 2019 co-
authored Faith for Exiles: Five Ways for a 
New Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital 
Babylon, with Barna Group President 
David Kinnaman. Having initiated many 
research projects with Barna over the last 
two decades related to Next Gen studies, 
Mark’s research continues to provide 
insights into emerging generations and 
how to cultivate faithful disciples.

Mark is an ordained minister, certified 
LifePlanner, LEGO Serious Play facilitator, 
and MCORE trainer and coach. He’s been 
married for 27 years to his wife Jade. 
They have two adult children.

Dr. Ella Simmons holds the distinction of 
being the first woman to serve as a vice 
president of the Seventh-day Adventist 
world church. Simmons was elected at 
the 2005 General Conference Session, 
held in St. Louis, Missouri. 

An educator throughout her career, 
Dr. Simmons has served as chair for 
departments of education (Kentucky 
State University), associate dean 
(University of Louisville), and professor 
(Oakwood University, La Sierra 
University).

She gained administrative experience 
while serving as academic vice 
president of Oakwood University and 
provost and academic vice president for 
La Sierra University.

Simmons has been a prominent 
member of accreditation and corporate 
boards within the church and in the 
community. She holds a master’s 
degrees from Andrews University and 
a doctorate from the University of 
Louisville.

Simmons and her husband, Nord, a 
retired high school teacher, have two 
adult sons who are also educators: 
Darryl and Christopher.

Dr. Marissa Leslie, MD is the System 
Medical Director of Psychiatry for 
Adventist HealthCare. She is an Assistant 
Professor of Clinical Psychiatry for 
Georgetown University School of 
Medicine. She is also a member of the 
Adventist HealthCare, Inc. Board of 
Trustees. 

She specializes in treating depression 
and PTSD in children and adolescents 
with an academic interest in immigrant 
and refugee trauma. Dr. Leslie holds a 
Doctor of Medicine degree from Loma 
Linda University. She completed her 
residency in psychiatry at the Loma 
Linda University Medical Center and 
completed a fellowship in child and 
adolescent psychiatry at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia/University of 
Pennsylvania. 

She holds a certificate in Refugee 
Trauma from Harvard University. She has 
worked with youth in her personal life as 
a Big Sister and youth club instructor, as 
well, and believes in the ability of every 
child to thrive and succeed with proper 
support and mentorship. Her goal is to 
educate people on the importance of 
attending to their physical and mental 
health since both aspects of health 
contribute to wholeness and true 
healing.



Dr. Sandra Doran has enjoyed working as an educator and 
writer within the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the 
larger community for more than thirty years. She is the 
author of seven books, hundreds of articles, and served 
as columnist for the Adventist Review, Signs of the Times, 
and ParentTalk magazines. Within the educational arena, 
she has taught on every level from pre-school through 
college, held top administrative roles in four schools, and 
worked as Associate Superintendent of Education for 
the Florida Conference for 15 years. Most recently, she 

served as founding head of North Tampa Christian Academy, creating an innovative 
environment for project-based learning. Doran holds a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Atlantic Union College, a master’s degree in religion and 
communication from Andrews University and a doctorate in special education from 
Boston University. She lives in Florida with her husband Pastor Eric Doran, where 
they enjoy the out of doors and spending time with family and friends. 

Yvette D. Cooper is a seasoned administrator, educator 
and trainer with more than 25 years of experience 
in the Seventh-day Adventist school system. She has 
served in the South Atlantic, Allegheny West, Florida 
and Ohio conferences, holding positions as teacher, 
principal, and superintendent of education. With an 
effective and creative approach to teaching math, 
science and literacy, Yvette is known as a skilled 
presenter and teacher trainer for conference, union 
and division conventions. Her highest ambition is 

to provide Seventh-day Adventist teachers with the skills to equip students to 
reach their full potential for the kingdom. She holds a bachelor of arts degree in 
education from Oakwood University and a master’s degree in reading and literacy 
from Capella University. She lives in Albany, Georgia where she enjoys spending 
time with her three grandchildren.
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Pastor Daron Pratt has a Bachelor 
and Master of Arts (Theology).  After 
completing his study he began his 
ministry in Victoria in 1994 before 
moving to New South Wales in 2001. 
It was there that his keen interest in 
children and family ministries began, 
working as a school chaplain and 
children’s pastor.  

He began working for the North New 
South Wales Conference Office for 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
2004 where he resources and equips 
90 churches and 8 schools across the 
northern region of New South Wales. 
He has always had a passion for 
children and families and their faith 
development which is contagious 
and enjoys reading, researching and 
resourcing in this area.  

Daron is also the “Balloon Man” on a 
series called Arnie’s Shack and more 
recently King’s Kids which is seen on 
satellite and digital television around 
the world.

After twenty years of ministry 
for children and families on the 
conference level, Daron has accepted 
the position as chaplain of Wahroonga 
Adventist School.  At the same time, 
he will be starting his Ph. D studies.

He is married to Lisa who is a teacher 
and they have a Minister son Andrew, 
Daughter in law Michaela (teacher) 
and daughter Maddison who is 
currently studying nursing.  

Karen Holford is the Family, Children’s and Women’s 
Ministries Director for the Trans European Division. 
Karen’s first qualification was in occupational therapy, 
and she worked in brain injury rehabilitation. Whilst 
her husband, Bernie was studying for his MDiv at 
Andrews University, Karen gained an MA in Educational 
and Developmental Psychology. Since then, she has 
also gained an MSc in Family Therapy and an MA from 
Andrews University in Leadership. Karen is a freelance 
writer, and she has written articles about Christian 
family living, and books about creative prayer, family 

worship, intergenerational church worship, Bible verse memorization, Sabbath 
activities, parenting and marriage. She is also a regular contributor to the Journal 
for Ministry Spouses. Karen and Bernie have three adult children, Bethany, Nathan 
and Joel. They also enjoy their three grandchildren, Zara, Leo and Max.
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Lisa G Favela, Ed.S., NCSP is a passionate practitioner in the field 
of school psychology, who divides her time between her assigned 
school(s), undertaking supervision for practicum and intern 
students; her active involvement within the Arizona Association of 
School Psychologists as a Southern Region Director and National 
School Psychologist Week Coordinator for the state; and serving 
and supporting faith-based communities in different areas of 
need.

Lisa was trained as a school psychologist at Andrews University.  
Prior to completing her specialty in this area, she completed a 
Master of Art in Developmental Psychology.  Her undergraduate 
work was in Modern Languages which was fulfilled at Pacific 
Union College, with academic exposure in Spain, Europe. 

Lisa has a strong passion for working directly with children, 
adolescents, and youth, helping them thrive at home, in school 
and in life by comprehensively supporting them with mental 
health needs across the continuum of school-based services, 
providing counseling, skill instruction, developing appropriate 
cognitive and academic goals, and much more. She has taken 
particular interest in cognition and neuroscience, which has 
been foundational in her psycho-educational approaches when 
empowering and teaching others. 

She prides in using the power of possibility with a solution 
focus mindset, being a strong advocate for integrity and 
justice.  She has a strong inclination for systemic change and 
passionately engages in “movements”/organizations that focus in 
comprehensively enhancing the quality of life for others. 

She is intentional about self-care and spending time with family 
and friends, cooking, running, bike- riding, music, co-leading 
young professional groups, traveling and exploring new places 
and activities.  This is particularly significant for her to keep a well-
integrated life. She looks forward to being a deliberated agent 
that actively contributes with her skills, time, and dedication to 
serve others within the church and communities at large. 

Mario Broussard II is a husband, father, and 
advocate. Mario holds an undergraduate degree 
in Psychology from Southern Adventist University 
as well as a Masters Degree in Clinical Social 
Work from Howard University.

Mario is the Owner of Fresh Start Counseling LLC 
in which He provides Psychotherapy services to 
children and adults throughout the Maryland.  

Mario is an international speaker who has been 
privileged to speak throughout the United States, 
Africa, and the Caribbean on issues of faith, Race, 
Social Justice, and mental health. Mario was 
also the keynote speaker for The Department of 
Justice Federal Bureau of Prisons on addressing 
Trauma in the Criminal Justice System.  

In 2020, Mario and wife Natasha Broussard 
started Ray of Hope and Love Inc. a non-profit 
that addresses racial disparities within the 
healthcare system after losing their newborn 
daughter in October of 2019.
 
Mario served as A Producer and Co-host for 
“Lets Pray” on The Hope Channel Network 
International, an interactive program centered on 
building a worldwide community through prayer.

Mario’s Hobbies include Reading, Playing 
Basketball, traveling, and spending time with 
His wife, 5 year old son, Declan and new born 
daughter Journee Alina Broussard 

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH  CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT


