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My First Ministry 



“The enemy has plans 
for our children ... the 

question is do we?”



Deuteronomy 
6:4-12



Deuteronomy 6:4-12

“Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength. These commandments that I 

give you today are to be on your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down 

and when you get up. Tie them as symbols 
on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates”.



“In a few short years, kids 
have become isolated , 

spending worrying 
amounts of time on 

devices and at home.  Too 
often they lack one on one 

attention and touch, 
creative and spontaneous 

real-life play, and they 
have little or no 

connection  with nature.” 

Maggie Hamilton 2021



“Our children are also 
losing connection to their 

family and cultural 
stories, drowned out by 

wall to wall entertainment 
and endless mind 

numbing details of the 
vacuous lives of 

celebrities, leaving them 
with little to hold on to.”



Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Mate 2019

‘there is now more change in a decade 
than previously in a century. When 
circumstances change more quickly than 
our culture can adapt to, customs and 
traditions disintegrate. It is not surprising 
that today's culture is failing its traditional 
function of supporting adult-child 
attachments.”



Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Mate

“Part of the rapid change has been 
the electronic transmission of 
culture, allowing commercially 
blended and packaged culture to 
be broadcast into our homes and 
into the very minds of our children. 
Instant culture has replaced what 
used to be passed down through 
custom and tradition and from one 
generation to another.” (Hold on to 
your kids” 2019)



 The secret of parenting is not in what 
a parent does but rather who the 
parent is to a child. When a child 
seeks contact and closeness with us, 
we become empowered as a nurturer, 
a comforter, a guide, a model, a 
teacher or a coach.  For a child well 
attached to us, we are her home base 
from which to venture into the world, 
her retreat to fall back to, her 
fountainhead of inspiration. 



Australian 
NCLS 

Research 
2019



Australian 
Mcrindle 

Research 
2019



“Some readers might be 
surprised to know that the 

single, most powerful causal 
influence on the religious lives of 

teenagers and young adults is 
the religious lives of their 

parents. Not their peers, not the 
media, not their youth group 
leaders or clergy, not their 
religious school teachers.”

Christian Smith 
and Amy 

Adamczyk 2021




“Myriad studies show that, beyond a 
doubt, the parents of youth play the 

leading role in shaping the character of 
their religious and spiritual lives, even 

well after they leave home and often for 
the rest of their lives. Furthermore, this 
parental influence has not declined in 

effectiveness since the 1970s.”

Christian Smith and Amy 
Adamczyk 2021


.



.  2019 https://www.barna.com/research/spiritually-vibrant-household/

 

What makes for a 
Spiritually Vibrant 
Household?


Homes that have 
vibrant faith are more 
likely to pass on faith to 
the next generation and 
promote a faith that is 
resilient over time.

https://www.barna.com/research/spiritually-vibrant-household/


https://www.barna.com/research/spiritually-vibrant-household/ 
2019

 

What makes for a Spiritually Vibrant 
Household? 

Spiritual practices—Defined as 
praying every day or two and reading 
the Bible at least weekly all together

Spiritual Conversations - Defined as 
talking about God and faith at least 
weekly together.

Hospitality - Defined as welcoming 
non-family guests regularly

https://www.barna.com/research/spiritually-vibrant-household/


Life way Research 2017 

What were the factors common 
to homes that kept their 
children in church beyond the 
age of 20? 



Life way Research 2017 

• Reading the Bible several times a week. 
• Taking part in a service project or 

mission trip as a family. 
• Encouraging teenagers to serve in 

church. 
• Asking forgiveness when they messed up 

as parents. 
• Encouraging their children’s unique 

talents and interests. 
• Taking annual family vacations. 
• Attending church with teaching that 

emphasised what the Bible says. 
• Teaching the children to tithe.



Our homes are the best 
discipleship incubators on the 
planet.... 

“When it comes to kids’ faith, 
parents get what they are.” – 
Christian Smith 


“We can’t out-teach what you 
teach at home.  We’re not that 
good.” – David Fraze, Youth 
Pastor speaking to parents




“The Christian home is to be an object 
lesson, illustrating the excellence of the true 
principles of life. Such an illustration will be 
a power for good in the world.... As the 
youth go out from such a home, the lessons 
they have learned are imparted. Nobler 
principles of life are introduced into other 
households, and an uplifting influence 
works in the community.”

Ellen White Adventist Home 311

 




"Children of eight, ten or twelve years, 
are old enough to be addressed on the 
subject of personal religion. Do not teach 
your children with reference to some 
future period when they shall be old 
enough to repent and believe the truth. If 
properly instructed, very young children 
may have correct views of their state as 
sinners, and of the way of salvation 
through Christ.” Testimonies volume 1 
page 400
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Malachi 
4:4-6



Malachi 4:4-6

“Remember the law of my 
servant Moses, the decrees 

and laws I gave him at Horeb 
for all Israel.  See I will send 
you the Prophet Elijah before 
the great and dreadful day of 

the Lord comes.



.

He will turn the hearts 
of the parents to their 

children, and the hearts 
of children to their 

parents; or else I will 
come and strike the 

land with total 
destruction.”


