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Talking to Children

ABOUT WAR AND CONFLICT

I

n the past two years, both adults and
children have been greatly impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Many have
experienced anxiety, fear, isolation, and
much more. With the escalating conflict
in Ukraine, children face yet another time
of anxiety and fear. Many children who
have watched the news on television
or heard everyone talking about it are
worried about a possible
world war. There
is no doubt
their mental
health is
greatly
affected!

What can parents and teachers do to ease
the anxiety and concerns of children?
Here are a few suggestions:
• Spend time with them – do this
everyday, even if it is just a few
minutes. Find out what they know and
how they feel. Help them identify what
they feel. It is important to validate
their feelings and don’t just say, “oh,
there’s nothing to worry about.” Some
children might know little about it,
but others may be
worrying about
it in silence.

COME, YE CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME: I WILL
TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
(PSALM 34:11, NKJV)

• Listen to their concerns – provide them answers
to their questions about what is going on.
Provide details at an age-appropriate level. Do
not minimize their concerns. If they ask parents
a question like, “Are we going to die?”, reassure
them that is not going to happen and explain why.
• Ensure they feel supported and
safe – help children understand
the level of threat to them and
their friends and family. Explain
this is happening in Ukraine,
a different country and show
them where it is on the map.
• Encourage compassion and
not stigma – avoid labeling the
“bad” or “evil” people. Instead,
encourage them to pray for the
families that are forced to flee their
homes. Find ways to involve children

in helping those in war countries, such as donating
their allowance to buy food and clothes for the
children, write a poem for peace, or pray for those
families in Ukraine.
• Limit the watching of news – be careful of how
much exposure your children are getting from the
television about alarming news of bombing, killing,
etc. For younger children, switch off the television,
but with older children, parents could use this
opportunity to discuss about how we can help
those in these countries.
As we live in a world of uncertainty these days, it
is important that parents and teachers turn their
attention to their children’s mental health. A wise tip:
Keep listening, keep talking, keep encouraging! Keep
supporting!
Linda Mei Lin Koh
GC Children’s Ministries Director

AROUND THE WORLD
EAST-CENTRAL AFRICA DIVISION

Rwanda Union Mission – Voice of Hope Radio for Kids
With the COVID-19 Pandemic still posing a challenge to
many countries, Rwanda tried to reach children through
WebEx, Zoom and YouTube to facilitate the learning of
their children but more churches were utilizing the Voice
of Hope Radio.
The Voice of Hope Radio in collaboration with the
Children’s Ministries Department, has organized
Children’s Radio Shows where children recite verses,
poems, sing songs and ask questions on certain topics.
This has become an opportunity of promoting the
Children’s Ministries Department and the involvement
of our children in Mission. Through the program many
children (from Seventh-day Adventists and Non-Seventh
Day Adventists families) are reached with their parents.
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The Voice of Hope radio programs for children are aired
for 30 minutes every Sabbath and all conferences and
Fields participate on an alternating basis. They organize
a variety of content and programs such as Healthy Inside
Out book, Children’s Missionary Report, Children’s Sabbath School Lessons, and sermons from child preachers.

We praise the Lord that these radio programs are reaching children within the church as well as community children and their parents.

East Ethiopia Union Mission – Health Talks for Children
Praise the Lord that peace is back in Ethiopia. Mission
work never stopped even during times of COVID-19 pandemic and instability. The Children’s Ministries Depart-

Ethiopian Children Attending Seminar.

ment under the leadership of Sister Tarikwa conducted
a 5-day seminar for children focusing on Health and how
they can protect themselves from addiction. The program
was broadcasted on Hope Channel Ethiopia and shared
on other social media sites like Facebook, YouTube and
Telegram. The program reached many children and parents and many children participated.

and brothers from the UK (Pr. Ikwiza, Emile, Angela, Lorraine, and Kriszta) who came on a Mission Trip to help us
in workshops (Bible discovery, Health First AID, learning
music, learning how to preach, art, cooking, and many
more). They also sponsored some needy children of our
friends to attend our SDA Schools in Tanzania. Children
performed wonderfully, some sang, others preached,
while others demonstrated their talents in art and leadership. We praise the Lord the event climaxed with baptism
where 32 souls (children) got baptized.

East-Kenya Union Conference – Reaching the Masai
Community

Children Performing During Seminar at Hope Channel Ethiopia.

The Children’s Ministries Department in Kenya is
focused on reaching out to children and their parents
in the Masai community. Some of the challenges the
community faces is a lack of water and food because of
drought. The population experiences occasional rainfall
and the weather remains sunny and dry. Food, clothes,
water among other items were distributed to meet the

Northern Tanzania Union Conference – “Children
Discover Your Talents” Event
Mariam Samo, the Children’s Ministries Department
director of the union has been encouraging churches
and parents to help children discover their talents and
use them for God’s Mission. That Initiative from the
GC CHM “Kids Talents for Jesus” is bearing fruits. The
union director organized a combined program for street
children, Kids Talents for Jesus and AMR Training on how
to reach Muslim children. Debbie Maloba, ECD Children’s
Ministries Director attended and was happy to see the
commitment of children to use their gifts for God.
The Theme of Kids Talents was “Children Discover Your
Talents.” Five Hundred and Three (503) children attended, accompanied by their leaders, teachers and some
parents. We were blessed to be joined by our sisters

Children in Workshops at Tanzania Kids’ Talents Program.

Baptism of Masai People.

Masai Boy Receiving Book & Baptism Certificate.
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AND SAID, ‘TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS YOU ARE CONVERTED AND
BECOME LIKE CHILDREN, YOU WILL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.’
(MATTHEW 18:3, NKJV)

needs of the community and schools. Thank God people
responded and gave what they had. Then, evangelistic
meetings were organized and many were baptized, and
they received Bibles in Masai and English. With God we
are more than conquerors!

Besides, the torch of faith, Olympics of Faith, is traveling
each month through the different Unions until arriving
in October at the headquarters of the Division. There is
great enthusiasm among children, adolescents, parents,
and children’s leaders in this program, where these 3 important groups converge for the well-being of each child
in the church and the community.

Masai Group after Baptism.

INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION
Inter-American Division Children’s Ministries director,
Edith Ruiz launched a new children’s program called
“Olimpiadas de Fe.” It’s a dynamic program that
fosters the spiritual, emotional and community growth
in children. It involves children traveling 10 meters per
month of activities until they reach the goal of 100 meters
in October. Many children were excited to get involved in
doing the activities.

Children participated enthusiastically in the Olympics of Faith
program.

CHM leaders supporting the Olympics of Faith.

NORTHERN ASIA-PACIFIC DIVISION
Mongolia Mission – Global Children’s Day
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Olympics of Faith.

Children’s Ministries director of the mission, J.
Purevdulam, involved the children on Global Children’s
Day, March 19, 2022. With the theme, “Serve from the
Heart,” she organized a special program where children
learned to make cookies, beautiful cards with Bible
verses, and bags to give to children who have not been
to church since the start of the pandemic. They also
distributed to many non-Adventist families. Many parents

were enthusiastic about supporting the event. It was
wonderful to see many children and families in church
that Sabbath. All praises be given to God for Jesus said
“Let the children come to me!”

Korean Union Conference – Sabbath Observance Pledge
Event
Korean Union Conference Children’s Ministries Department, in cooperation with all the conferences, held the
Sabbath Observance Pledge on Sabbath morning, January 8, 2022. This activity meets the CHM KPIs of 5-2.
With the Sabbath Observance Pledge and Sabbath
Observance Pledge Pins, children renew their
commitment to faithful Sabbath observance. In addition,
to encourage KPIs 6-5 (Stewardship), children’s offering
bags were distributed to encourage them to live
stewardship principles by returning their tithes and giving
offerings to help with the mission work.

Children learning to make cookies.

KUC Children Showing Their Pledges to Observe Sabbath.

Children with their heart crafts and cupcakes.

Girl Receiving Her Sabbath Observance Pin.

Children with the card they made.
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SEE THAT YOU DO NOT DESPISE ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES.
FOR I TELL YOU THAT IN HEAVEN THEIR ANGELS ALWAYS SEE
THE FACE OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN.
(MATTHEW 18:10, NKJV)

SOUTH AMERICAN DIVISION
SAD’s children and adolescents had two major movements at the beginning of the year:
1. The Holiday Christian School using “A Bug’s Life”.
In addition to having fun with the proposed activities,
this event provided the children with the opportunity to
evangelize other friends who don’t know Jesus.

SAD Holiday Christian School (VBS) – “A Bug’s Life.”

2. The 10 Days of Prayer. It was wonderful and
remarkable, especially this year, as they learned about the
3 Angels’ Messages with materials adapted in language
and methodology for each age group.
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SAD Holiday Christian School (VBS) – “A Bug’s Life.”

SAD Kids participating in sharing missionary books.

3. SAD CHM Leadership Training. A large number of
children’s leaders gathered to attend the leadership
training provided by the division.

Southeast Brazil Union – Espirito Santo Evangelism Kids
April 2, 2022 was greatly welcomed by children, parents,
and Sabbath school teachers from all over Espirito Santo
as 400 children and teens participated in the Evangelism
Kids 2022 event. Children were highly motivated to be
missionaries for Jesus. They learned about intercessory
prayer, running small groups, sermon preparation and
preaching techniques and delivery. At the end of the
program, each child received a Bible study guide and a
baptismal robe to study with a friend and to prepare him
for baptism.

SAD Leadership Course Investiture.

4. PG Teen Kids. Children’s Evangelism Event.

Espirito Santo Evangelism Kids 2022.

Espirito Santo boy preacher
at Evangelism Kids event.

PG Teen Kids.

Espirito Santo kids involved
in intercessory prayer.
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COME, YE CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME: I WILL
TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
(PSALM 34:11, NKJV)

SOUTHERN AFRICA-INDIAN OCEAN
DIVISION
South Africa Union – Global Children’s Day

Children’s Ministries Director, Zodwa Kunene, gave a
beautiful report! “Oh wow what a beautiful and heartwarming day it was! All over SAU children were out doing
act of kindness, serving from the heart I joined Caledon
district in Free state, TOC for their Global Children’s Day.
300 delicious sandwiches were prepared early in the
morning, packed and distributed at 3 points on the street
to the homeless and job-seeking people. We also Visited
Children’s home of disabled children called ‘Sunflower’
with disposable nappies and wet wipes worth R 3000.00
donated by children and parents. It was a day well spent
with those lovely children serving from the heart. Many
thanks to leaders who organized this special day.
Goldfields District – The Bookelong Church children
visited Bana ba Sechaba Orphanage in Allanridge. They
had a service, enjoyed lunch and played together. They
distributed packages of food and toiletries.
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SAU children participating on Global Children’s Day.

Kids helping to pack sandwiches for distribution.

Kids visit the orphanage on GCD.

SAU children distributing sandwiches to the homeless & job-seeking
people.

Kids from the Goldfields District visited an orphanage.

Mozambique Union Mission – Global Children’s Day
The Children’s Ministries director of Mozambique Union
Mission led out in the Global Children’s Day activities.
They distributed books, and donated food products to
the needy, elderly, widows and orphans.

Boy distributes literature
to businesspeople.

Child wearing a T-shirt with
the GCD theme.

Children distributing the missionary books on Global Children’s Day.

Indian Ocean Union Conference – Global Children’s Day
Children throughout the union participated enthusiastically in loving service on Global Children’s Day. They were
serving from the heart, giving food and to the less fortunate.
Kids helping to prepare foodstuffs and supplies.

Zimbabwe East Union Conference – Global Children’s
Day
Children’s leaders of the union encouraged churches
to involve children in serving the community on Global
Children’s Day. Various churches organized Sabbath community activities for the children. The Nyzzura church kids

IOUC children participated in food distribution.

Botswana Union Conference – Global Children’s Day
Under the leadership of Sonita Seligman, the children
of the union participated happily in serving the community on Global Children’s Day. The children from
the Gaberone Central Church distributed literature to
businesspeople as well those on the street. They also
distributed foodstuffs and household supplies to the less
fortunate.

Nyazura Church Kids visited Grandma Mtezo on Global Children’s
Day
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AND SAID, ‘TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS YOU ARE CONVERTED AND
BECOME LIKE CHILDREN, YOU WILL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.’
(MATTHEW 18:3, NKJV)

visited Grandma Mtezo and gave her groceries, sing with
her and share stories of hope from the Bible. The Parktown East Church donated pampers, vaseline and fabric
softener to the SOS Children’s Home in Waterfalls. The
Rock view Church Marondera West District distributed
church literature in the community. After a busy day, the
team took time to pray.

Parktown East Church Kids Visited the SOS Children’s Home.

SOUTHERN ASIA DIVISION

orphans around the world. They invited some of the children to the church, giving them snacks and small Handy
Bible inviting them to Sabbath school every Sabbath. 

On November 8, 2021, the World Orphans-Vulnerable
Children’s Day was observed by churches around the
union. The Gujarat Conference, the North Maharashtra and South Maharashtra Sections organized special
programs for the children. There were special prayers
in churches in the WIU Units. This special day has been
put in place to draw attention to the plight of orphans.
Adults, and children were encouraged to actively participate in helping raise awareness, support, and funding for
poor children. Children brought some fruits for senior citizens, widows and poor elderly people, and prayed for the

The children of the Newasa Church, under the leadership
of Mrs. Priscila Kandane, CHM director of the North
Maharashtra Section, were very excited to take part in
the worship service that morning, presenting skits and
Bible verse recitation. There was afternoon visitation
involved giving snacks to the poor and needy children in
the neighborhood. The children learnt that ministering
like Jesus is the best way to witness for the Lord.

Western India Union – World Orphans/Vulnerable Children’s Day
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Children giving stationery to needy kids

Children participating at worship on World Orphans Day WIU.

Children attending the special day program WIU.

East Central India Union – World Orphans Day and Ten
Days of Prayer
World Orphans Day was conducted on November 20,
2021 which is to “Defend the poor and fatherless; Do
justice to the effected and needy.” Several churches
were able to conduct this program. The Pastors in the
Field stressed the need for better care and protection
for these vulnerable Orphans. Local churches are encouraged to place children in safe hands like orphanages or
Hostels where they are fully monitored and secured and
taught the love of Jesus. Children visited orphanages and
homes of the mentally and physically challenged where
they fed these children and showed them love, affection,
and care. The children expressed their joy while they
attended to these orphans. Children also showed their
talents in singing, memory verse recitation and other activities. After the service the children formed into groups
and prayed especially for these vulnerable children.

events were a blessing to children as well as to adults. In
fact, the children were excited to participate in another
prayer meeting again in the future.

Himalayan Section, Nepal – Children’s Week of Prayer
Children of Nepal churches participated enthusiastically
in the children’s Week of Prayer virtual program, entitled
One Step More with Jesus on January 19-25, 2022. They
read the Scriptures, sang songs, and preach. Throughout
the prayer event, they presented prayer requests as well
as prayed for the different needs of others.

Children’s Virtual Week of
Prayer in Nepal.

Daily Program of the Week of
Prayer.

Children distributed clothes to orphans.

The churches throughout the ECIU also conducted the
Ten Days of Prayer for children. There were story time,
singing, crafts and recitation of memory verses. Children
also participated in prayer groups, some saying simple
prayers, but every child was given a chance to pray to
thank God for His goodness and love. These prayer

Children participating in 10 Days of Prayer.

South Central India Union – Kids’ Ten Days of Prayer &
Global Children’s Day
Children throughout the South Central India Union participated in the Kids’ Ten Days of Prayer Session from January
5-14, 2022. Their theme of this virtual prayer event was
Disciple of God. It was heartwarming to see many children

10 Days of Prayer participants SCIU.
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SEE THAT YOU DO NOT DESPISE ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES.
FOR I TELL YOU THAT IN HEAVEN THEIR ANGELS ALWAYS SEE
THE FACE OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN.
(MATTHEW 18:10, NKJV)

from various churches joined in prayer, songs and Scripture reading. Mrs. Milly Lakra, CHM of the Southern Asia
Division as well as her husband, Pastor Ezra Lakra, SUD
president also joined them in this event.
The leaders also involved the children in their churches to
be the hands and feet of Jesus in reaching the less fortunate and serving the community on Global Children’s Day
on March 19, 2022.

Western India Union – Children’s Ministries Week of
Prayer
Children’s Week of prayer was conducted in WIU and
its different Units. Children took an active part and the
Children’s Ministries Director taught stories, memory
verses and songs from the Bible. In some units it was
conducted online while other held it physically in the
local churches. Many parents also were interested so they
joined the week of prayer with their children.

Division-wide CHM Leadership Certification Level 10
All unions of the Southern Asia Division joined hands in
organizing the CHM Leadership Certification program
in the month of February, covering Level 10 of the
curriculum.
North East India Union launched its first training on
February 9-10, followed by South West India Union Feb
14-15, West India Union February 17-18, South Central
India Union February 21-22, and ending with East Central
India Union on February 24-25, 2022. It was a month
filled with children’s leaders engaging in learning and
growing in the ministry.

Children involved in 10 Days of Prayer SCIU.

Leadership Certification Program – WIU
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Global Children’s Day at Lowry English Church.

Leadership Certification Program -- ECI

TRANS-EUROPEAN DIVISION

Children’s Leaders

With the pandemic restrictions being lifted, Thora Jondsdottir, CHM director of Iceland Conference together with
Steinunn Theodorsdottir oganized the first conferencewide Children’s Ministries leadership training event
on February 25-27, 2022. More than twenty children’s
leaders and teachers attended the weekend event with
great enthusiasm. Karen Holford, CHM director of the
Trans-European Division and Linda Koh, GC CHM director provided training seminars that touched on Growing
Healthy Relationships, Helping Children to Balance their
Emotions, Building a Caring Community, Raising Emotionally Healthy Children, and Making Family Worship
Fun and Easy. The participants were delighted to receive
many resources for their ministry. It was a great meeting
for leaders to gather in person to connect and network
with leaders from different churches.

Judy Clements, CHM director of the South England
Conference, organized a two-day virtual symposium
for children’s ministries leaders on February 18-19,
2022. The theme of the symposium was Growing Young
Disciples for the Kingdom with several presenters
providing interesting workshops for the participants.
Interesting topics included Child Development,
Creativity in Delivering Children’s Sabbath School
Lessons, Learning Styles, Philosophy of GraceLink
Curriculum, Hosting a Vacation Bible School, and
Developing Christian Values in Children. Karen Holford,
TED CHM director gave the opening message to CHM
leaders on the first evening, and Linda Koh, GC CHM
director presented the devotional on Sabbath morning.
The symposium was very helpful for children’s leaders
to grow and learn the skill of working with children and
nurturing their faith.

Iceland Conference Leadership Training

South England Conference – A Virtual Symposium for

Iceland Conference CHM Training Weekend.

Young Attendees at the CHM Training Weekend.

South England Conference CHM Virtual Symposium Poster.
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COME, YE CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME: I WILL
TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
(PSALM 34:11, NKJV)

5 Mistakes

THAT CAN MAKE KIDS MORE ‘SELF-CENTERED AND ENTITLED’ IN ADULTHOOD

W

hen it comes to raising successful, caring
children everything starts with the family.

Deuteronomy 6:1,2 says, “These are the
commands, decrees and laws the Lord your
God directed me to teach you to observe in
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to
possess, so that you, your children and their
children after them may fear the Lord your God
as long as you live by keeping all his decrees
and commands that I give you, and so that you
may enjoy long life”.

Studies show that by age three children begin
to show genuine compassion and empathy
and can understand that their feelings and
experiences can be different from those of
others.
Here are some of the toxic parenting mistakes:
Saying yes to almost everything
Studies show that children who
grow up with a sense of entitlement
which comes from over parenting and
overindulging your children—are more
concerned about themselves, show less
empathy for others, lack a strong work
ethic, and may behave as if rules don’t
apply to them. Teaching compassion
requires saying no sometimes to your
children. Giving consequences to their
unhealthy actions will support their ability to
see situations from various viewpoints.
Failing to create teaching
opportunities
You may think children are not paying
attention, but children watch
closely to see how you respond
to situations. You want them to
witness the way you see the good
in everyone, no matter how small
the issue or who the person is. Even
the youngest children can get used
to the idea of putting themselves in
someone else’s shoes.
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Not addressing what’s
happening in the world
By the time children are
eight years old, they’re able
to understand that a person’s
feelings may not be based on
what’s going on with them
now, but instead may be a
byproduct of their general life
circumstances. It is important
to talk to them about what they
might be seeing in the news,
hearing outside of home, or
reading on social media. Use
these moments to model how
to show genuine care, support
or speak up for others. The
more seeds of compassion you
sow, the more your children
will harvest a life of service for
others.

Giving them everything without
enforcing gratitude
Working for their allowance or
because they are part of the family
teaches children to support others,
which helps them understand
the importance of community
and teamwork. Children learn to
be grateful when they don’t get
everything that they ask for. Teach
them to say, “thank you”.

Not introducing them to
volunteer work
We can’t always experience what
someone else has gone through,
but we can connect on a human
level through volunteering.
Compassion in a community means
coming together around this
common idea of seeing others and
trying to understand their lived
experiences – in ways that open
your heart to showing up for them.
When we show children the example of
an empathic person, they will grow up
to be adults who show compassion to
others.

(https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/11/
psychologist-shares-toxic-parentingmistakes-that-make-kids-more-selfish-andentitled-in-adulthood.html)

Dr. Traci Baxley, Contributor, CNCB
News, January 11, 2022
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